
 

   

 Spring/Summer 2020 

A Day for Doc Ivey 
By Steve Harvey 

I always learn something new 

about Big Timber every time I 

enter the Crazy Mountain Mu-

seum. The last time it was 

about Doc Ivey. I had picked up 

about a dozen boxes of Doc’s 

“medical collection” that he had 

donated to the Museum. They 

had been stored in the base-

ment of his old house in town. 

The house had sold and it had 

to be cleared out for the new 

owner by the first of the month. 

After I unloaded the boxes at 

the Museum and given all the 

paperwork to Jeannie, the Cu-

rator, I went to look at the dis-

play case that held Doc Ivey’s 

previous donations. I have 

walked by that case at least a 

hundred times, this time I no-

ticed a small sign on the corner 

of case about DOC IVEY DAY. 

Doc was also an inventor 

when he wasn’t doctoring. 

His proudest invention was an orchestrion, based on a 

player piano, which played almost 18 different instru-

ments. Doc spent 16,000 hours over 20 years to create 

what he called his “Ding-a-ling”. A Bio of Doctor Ivey in 

the Pioneer, dated 4/9/2015, reads: “One of Ivey’s most 

cherished invention was his ding-a-ling, a combination 

of piano, drums, xylophone and various other parts. He 

would often be seen lunching at 

Frye’s Café where he liked to ap-

proach stranger and pose the 

question “would you like to see 

my ding-a-ling?” The responses, 

as one may imagine, were var-

ied.” 

 Doc’s “Ding-a-ling” also creat-

ed interest outside of Big Timber. 

The Billings Gazette featured arti-

cles about Doc’s Ding-a-ling in 

1988 and 1997 (see photo be-

low). Sadly, the ding-a-ling did not 

survive the move from Doc’s 

basement where it was created.  

From The Big Timber Pioneer 

March 28, 1979  
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Curator’s Corner 

Your dues keep the Museum open.  

Thank you for your membership 

and donations. 

2020 season is starting out slow, but we’ve had a few visitors 

since opening on Memorial Day. We were sad to not be able to 

have our festival, but safety comes first.  

Our new exhibits are a collection of toys from the 40s and 50s 

from Carolyn Johnson, Olaus Mydland’s immigration trunk from 

Norway, Parson Pyle’s WWI memorabilia and various items from 

Kenny & Catherine Thompson and Lorn & Anna Pudwill’s families.  

We’ve added another sheep wagon from Bill Heaney-from famine 

to feast with sheep wagons! Tack VanCleve has willed us his one-

horse doctor’s buggy.  

Doc Ivey has gifted his antique medical collection. Unfortunately 

his “Ding-A-Ling” did not survive his basement flood. At least we 

still have memories and pictures from the Pioneer newspaper of 

that contraption.  

 We always enjoy it when people 

bring us more local history. So 

thank you to you all! 

-Jean 

Right: Stroller/walker do-

nated by Lois Huffman 

We are open!  

The museum is open for the summer barring any directives 
from the governor.  

Our hours are Monday-Saturday 10:00am-4:30pm and Sun-
days from 1:00pm-4:30pm.  Like us on Facebook for  up-

dates! 
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Crazy Mountain Museum Memorials 

Say What? 

For a laugh! Old sayings and where they came from: 

 They used to use urine to tan animal skins, so families used 

to pee in a pot and then once a day, it was taken and old to 

the tannery. If you had to do this to survive you were “piss 

poor”. 

 But worse than that were the really poor folk who couldn’t 

even afford to buy a pot; they “didn’t have a pot to piss in” 

and were the lowest of the low.  

 Baths consisted of a big tub filled with hot water. The man of 

the house had the privilege of the nice clean water, then all 

the other sons and men, then the women and finally the chil-

dren. Last of all, the babies. By then, the water was so dirty 

you could actually lose someone in it...hence the saying, 

“Don’t throw the baby out with the bath water!” 

 

 Houses had thatched roofs-thick straw-piled high- with no 

wood underneath. It was the only place for animals to get 

warm, so all the cats and other small animals (mice, bugs) 

lived in the roof. When it rained, it became slippery and 

sometimes the animals would slip and fall off the roof result-

ing in the idiom, “it’s raining cats and dogs.” 

 In those old days, they cooked in the kitchen with a big kettle 

that always hung over the fire. Every day they lit the fire and 

added things to the pot. They ate mostly vegetables and did 

not get much meat. They would eat the stew for dinner, leav-

ing leftovers in the pot to get cold overnight and then start 

over the next day. Sometimes stew had food in it that had 

been there for quite a while, and thus the rhyme, “Peas por-

ridge hot, peas porridge cold, peas porridge in the pot nine 

days old.” 

In Memory of Betty Jarrett 
Marlyn & Ruth Drange 
Dorthey Kelsey 
Jerry & Jan Hauge 
Bennie Green 
Nancy Hughes 
Ron & Phyllis Jarrett 
Helen Pedula 
John & Diane Ronneberg 
Henry & Lorraine Valgamore 
Julie Bowden 
 
In Memory of Bill Bowman 
Jerry & Jan Hauge 
 
In Memory of Calvin Lavold 
Henry & Lorraine Valgamore 
 
In Memory of Clara Strand 
James & Diana Hanson 
Jerry & Jan Hauge 
 
In Memory of Forrest Gibby 
Ron & Phyllis Jarrett 
Jerry & Jan Hauge 
Henry & Lorraine Valgamore 
Doug & Jane Lowry 
 
In Memory of Genevieve Price 
Jerry & Jan Hauge 
 
In Memory of George Tronrud 
Ward Officer 

In Memory of Helen Harper Andrich 
Connie Malcolm Bradbury 
 
In Memory of Henry Hammersmark 
Ted Clark & Herb Holem 
Jerry & Jan Hauge 
 
In Memory of Jane Officer 
Ward Officer 
 
In Memory of Jean Duffey 
Tom & Sally Stills 
Henry & Lorraine Valgamore 
Jerry & Jan Hauge 
Trish Benzel & Kim Dresch 
Julie Bowden 
Julie Sanders 
Joseph & Joan Hansen 
 
In Memory of Jim Esp 
Shirley Esp 
Ward Officer 
 
In Memory of Kenneth Schott 
Marlyn & Ruth Drange 
Dorthey Kelsey 
Shirley Esp 
Julie Bowden 
 
In Memory of Kitty Tronrud 
Ward Officer 
 
 

In Memory of Lloyd Strand 
Joetta Strand 
 
In Memory of Max Officer 
Ward Officer 
 
In Memory of Nancy Roe 
Jerry & Jan Hauge 
 
In Memory of Pat Brownlee 
Connie Malcolm Bradbury 
 
In Memory of Ray Esp 
Ward Officer 
 
In memory of Sandra Hudacek Nelson 
Henry & Lorraine Valgamore 
 
In Memory of Sonja Strand Simmons 
Joetta Strand 
 
In Memory of Svend Mauland 
Jane & Doug Lowry 
 
In Memory of Tack VanCleve 
Connie Malcolm Bradbury 
James & Diana Hanson 
 
In HONOR of Elli Hawks 
Tom & Sally Stills 
 



 

 

Balloon Service 

When we think of the great world wars, you see visions of 
tanks, fighter jets, and warships, but would you ever think 
of a hot air balloon? Oddly enough, in both World Wars, 
the warring countries used balloons to gain the upper 
hand on their enemies. The balloons were mostly used for 
observations allowing countries to “scope out” where the 
enemy was with little detection.  

The Balloon Section in the United States military in World 
War I consisted of 446 officers and 6,365 soldiers. Most 
balloon operators were instructed upon their arrival in al-
lied territory in France. Their training taught them “the op-
eration of balloon winches, telephone line work, look-out 
work, machine gunnery and radio operation.”  (U.S. Air 
Service in World War I Volume 1) 

The balloon division though small and semi-unknown, was 
very important in WWI. Not only did the observations allow 
for preparedness and intel, but the balloons also provided 
some protection from the sky.  

Material that was used to make the balloons was sturdy. 
Bullets shot into balloons may cause leaks, but did not 
“pop” the balloons. Many rounds of ammo would eventual-
ly take a balloon down, but a fighter pilot also risked ignit-
ing the balloon which was filled with hydrogen. Large ex-
plosions would ensue and a pilot would have to be mighty 
skilled in order to fly around the explosion. Pilots who were 

brave 
enough 
to take 
on a bal-
loon 
were 
called 
balloon 
busters. 
Of over 
200 
Ameri-
can bal-
loons, 35 
were burned by the enemy and only 1 casualty resulted 
from these instances.    

Because of the almost-indestructible nature of the bal-
loons, barrage balloons were positioned over land and 
tethered by metal cables in order to protect important loca-
tions on the ground.  

The balloon division of the U.S. military in WWI has ties to 
our little town. Two headstones in the military section of 
our graveyard read “Balloon Co. Air Service, World War I”. 
Those graves belong to Benjamin V. Marley (1891-1963) 
and Ingvald Haaland (1893-1959).  As with all of our veter-
ans, we thank these men for their service.  

By Skye Rouwhorst 
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 Coronavirus vs. Pandemics of the Past 

The 20th century saw a slew of epidemics that plagued the 

world and the United States. A cholera pandemic in 1910 

took the lives of 800,000 plus people with only 11 in Ameri-

ca. Several strains of influenza took their toll on the world. 

There was the Spanish Flu of 1918, the Asian Flu of 1956 

and the Hong Kong Flu of 1968. Combined, these pan-

demics racked up a death toll of a minimum of 23 million 

people worldwide with close to 1 million of those deaths 

being in the U.S.  

It is a common phrase today to hear about how we are liv-

ing in hard and unprecedented times. Yes, we are, but if 

history has anything to say about it, it’s that these times will 

not last forever. 

We are fortunate in Sweet Grass County that we have not 

seen the deadly effects of the COVID pandemic face-to-

face. Our readers outside of the county may have a differ-

ent tale to tell. But just over 100 years ago, the Spanish Flu 

of 1918 (the deadliest of the century) was a real and pre-

sent threat throughout the country including Sweet Grass 

County. 

The Spanish Flu was caused by an H1N1 virus of avian 

origin. Symptoms included chills, fever and fatigue. Many 

people who contracted the flu that did not succumb to the 

flu itself developed pneumonia and passed from that. The 

surprising thing about the Spanish Flu was how it did not 

directly target children, the elderly or individuals with other 

health issues. Ages 20 to 40 saw some of the highest 

death rates, especially in SGC. The first deaths in the 

county from influenza or pneumonia as a result of influenza 

took the lives of residents ages 15, 28, 27, 20 and 43.  

 

To combat the epidemic, the local government closed 

down schools, churches, pool halls, dance halls, etc. Sa-

loons were allowed to stay open with a maximum of 3 oc-

cupants at a time. The closing down was in effect from mid

-October of 1918 to mid-December of the same year. 

Schools were closed for a total of 11 weeks.  

When first reported in the local news on October 24, 1918, 

there were 65 cases in the county with no deaths among 

that number. By the Pioneer issue on December 12th, more 

cases were reported along with 29 deaths. It was common 

for members of the same family and even entire house-

holds to be ill from the flu at the same time. At least 3 sets 

of siblings in SGC were victims of the flu.  

The peak casualties happened between October and De-

cember. By February of 1919, statistics of the sickness 

were being shared. Some 37,000 people in Montana con-

tracted the flu with 1,500 deaths due to influenza or pneu-

monia as a result of influenza. The Montana-Record Har-

old newspaper estimated a 500-a-month death rate.  

The Spanish flu was not the only tumultuous thing happen-

ing at the time. With turmoil comes more turmoil. The U.S. 

was still fighting WWI when the Spanish Flu came along, 

women were fighting for their right to vote, and the U.S. 

was well on its way to Prohibition. These were not easy 

times. Imagine today without the modern conveniences!  

We may be living in hard times now with a pandemic and 

civil unrest on our minds, but there is a light at the end of 

the tunnel. By the time you read this, my hope is that your 

minds and hearts are lighter and that the world is a happy 

place for you, once again.  

By Skye Rouwhorst 

Sorry we missed you… 

Due to COVID restrictions, we were unable to have our Annual 

Meeting or Memorial Day opening ceremonies. We are also not 

asking for volunteers at this time. We look forward to the next 

gathering and when we can have our volunteers back! 



 

 

Sweet Grass Museum Society 

P.O. Box 83, Big Timber, MT 59011 

Exit 367 Cemetery Road 

Your dues keep the museum open. Thank you for your memberships and donations. 

Dues may be mailed to Sweet Grass Museum Society, Box 83, Big Timber, MT 59011 

 

 
Income for the operation of the museum is mostly from 
dues and memberships. Grants are sometimes re-
ceived, but the funds are usually to be used for a spe-
cific project or need. The normal expenses consist of 
salaries, maintenance, heat and light, and a big one for 
insurance. The insurance premium being about seven 
thousand dollars a year. Before the bequest from the 
Tetlie estate, reserves were beginning to be depleted. 

The bequest from the Tetlie estate consisted of proper-
ty which was sold by the estate and amounted to about 
2 million dollars. This amount promises new life for the 
museum’s future. Don was a valued member of our 
board of directors for many years and continues his 
commitment through this gift. 

We are using the gift in the following ways. We have 
set aside half of the amount  to an endowment account 
to retain part of the gift for the future of the museum. 

Only income from this account will be used for present 
needs. One-fourth of the bequest was set aside for fu-
ture needs for the operation of the museum and possi-
ble capital for expansion or other building needs. The 
final fourth is being used for current needs with the 
hope that the funds in this investment along with dues, 
donations and future bequests will build toward opera-
tions, expansions, repairs and replacements.  

The board of directors, staff and membership of the 
museum has expressed their sincere gratitude to the 
memory of Don Tetlie and the generosity of his estate. 

At a recent directors meeting, it was decided to set 
aside part of the gift to fund future community needs 
and projects through the Sweet Grass Community 
Foundation in Mr. Tetlie’s name. If members would like 
to add any input about where they would like to see this 
go, please contact a board member or museum staff.  

Tetlie’s Gift 
By John Ronneberg 


